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The problem. Social Security rules require couples to be married for 9 months for a widowed spouse to be 
qualified to receive survivor’s benefits after a spouse dies. Until June 26, 2015, LGBTQ+ people were 
discriminated against and denied the right to marry in our country. Same-sex couples may have been 
together for decades before being able to legally marry and then one of them may have passed away before 
meeting Social Security’s 9-month requirement.  
 
The solution. The AGES Act ensures that LGBTQ+ couples has the same access to the Social Security Act’s 
survivor’s benefits as heterosexual couples who married shortly after the Supreme Court ruled it legal but 
were unable to meet 9 month requirement because of outdated marriage laws. 
 
Background 
Congresswoman Deb Haaland heard of this equality issue when constituent Anthony Gonzales reached out to 
her office for help. Anthony Gonzales’s husband died 16 years into their relationship but less than 6 months 
into their marriage. While Anthony Gonzales was applying for survivors benefits, he was denied benefits 
because he and his husband were unable to marry before New Mexico recognized marriage equality.  
 
Hundreds of bereaved LGBTQ+ Americans married as soon as they could, but, like Anthony, they cannot 
collect their Social Security survivor’s benefits solely due to the lasting effects of discriminatory laws. Another 
couple, Michael Ely and James Taylor (AZ) were together for 43 years, but the Social Security Administration 
only recognizes 7 months of marriage before the death of James. Having been together for only 7 months in 
legal terms, Michael Ely cannot collect the survivor’s benefits 43 years of marriage deserves.  
 
While Michael and Anthony continue their legal fight for their rightful Social Security survivor’s benefits, 
Congress can act now to provide the relief they, and everyone in their position, deserve. At the end of May, a 
district court ruled in favor of Michael and Anthony, but the Social Security Administration under President 
Trump still has time to appeal.  
 
The AGES Act specifically: 
The Anthony Gonzales Equality for Survivors (AGES) Act would maks sure LGBTQ+ couples have the same 
access to Social Security Act to add an additional exemption to the nine-month requirement for survivor’s 
benefits.  
 
Specifically, the bill would: 

• Add an exemption for widow or widowers married in a state recognizing same-sex marriage as of June 
26, 2013, during the nine-month period beginning with the day the Supreme Court ruled on United 
States v. Windsor overturning DOMA, June 26, 2013; and 

• Add an exemption for widow or widowers married during a nine-month period beginning with the day 
the Supreme Court ruled on Obergefell v. Hodges guaranteeing the right to marry, June 26, 2015, or 
on the first date on which the state recognized same-sex marriage if earlier than June 26, 2015; and 

• Mandate outreach by the Social Security Administration to inform same-sex marriage survivors that 
they are eligible for benefits. 


